2

  


American Government









Student’s Name
Department, University
Course Number and Name
Instructor’s Name
Date


American Government
1.(Chapter 11) Briefly explain the benefits and drawbacks of a bicameral system (The House and the Senate). 
Bicameralism is another name for the bicameral system where the legislature is divided into two groups or houses. Unicameralism is the opposite, and the whole nation deliberates everything as one group. The legislature in this system has two houses meaning that there are two law-making groups. This system dates back to the 17th Century in England when the constitutional government began (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). It later spread to the whole of Europe and the United in the 18th Century. An example of a bicameral house is where there is the Senate and the House of representatives. Bicameral systems or legislatures are usually stable and generate more ideologies from the varied representation. This allows the passing of better-quality laws. It helps to prevent abuse of power, although it makes the passage of laws difficult or more prolonged. There are disadvantages associated with the bicameral system, such as deadlock and unequal representation. It is never stable if at all the houses do not check on the other House's power. 
2.(Chapter 11) The framers of the constitution designed the senate to filter the output of the sometimes hasty House. Please remember that until 1913 that each states legislature chose senators, and the people had no direct say in voting for a prospective Senator) Do you think this was a wise idea? Why or why not?
The US senate was framed to help safeguard the rights of the states and protect the minority opinion. Between 1789 and 1913, the state legislatures elected the senators. This was not a wise idea as the voters felt that they did not choose who to represent them at the national level to cement their ties with the government. This helped in fighting political corruption and also increased the power of the senators. An amendment was done in 1914 that gave the people the power to elect the senators. To become a senator, one must be 30 years of age, be a US citizen for more than nine years and be a resident in the state they vie (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). The Senate house has its roles that the other House cannot perform. These include revenue bill initiation, and they also elect the President where there is a tie in the electoral college. They are also the only ones who can impeach federal officials. In addition, it is responsible for confirming the President's appointments requiring consent and also ratifies treaties. 
3.(Chapter 12) Explain and discuss the role of the President. What are the Executive powers found in Art II of the Constitution, and how has presidential power grown in the twentieth Century and why?
In the United States of America, the President acts as the overall head of state. He is also the head of the national government and the commander in chief of the armed forces. The President can appoint critical members of the government, although he must be fed with advice and the senate has to give a confirmation. The President is responsible for making treaties but must receive advice from the senate (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). This is made possible only when two-thirds of the senate agree that the treaty should be signed. The President also has the role of appointing public ministers and consuls. Additionally, the supreme court judges are also appointed by the President. The President can demand removing the public officials working for the government and some appointees like the ambassadors. He or she can exercise the power of pardon without any restrictions or conditions. In the journey of achieving their goals and mission, the President can issue executive orders. Some of these orders were usually made during times of war. Another role of the President is that they have veto powers in altering laws they are given by the houses to sign. Article two says that the President should execute and enforce laws that Congress creates.
4.(Chapter 13) How has the Supreme Court acted as a check on Presidential power and the Congress (even the States)? How do both the President and the senate get to influence the Court? 
The Supreme Court in America has a significant role in ensuring that Americans get equal justice under the law. This makes it serve as the interpreter and the guardian of the constitution to the people. It exercises jurisdiction and heads the judicial administration, and has the extra power to establish rules and regulations in the US. Additionally, it has the mandate of exercising the power of judicial review. In application of this, it can declare some of the acts of the legislatures or Congress unconstitutional. The Court is vital to the country as it works as the topmost tribunal and works on cases and controversies related to the laws or the country's constitution. The legislative branch must approve all the appointments made by the President. The President has great power over the Court as he appoints new judges, although Congress must approve it. Congress can impeach judges and at the same time amend the constitution.
5.(Chapter 14) What are the advantages and disadvantages of having so many levels of sub-national governments in the United States? Explain? 
Subnational government is the total number of national governments together with the local governments. The United States has a federal form of government where it has the national government and the local governments that are also termed subnational governments (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). Power is borrowed and shared from the national government to the local governments in different states. A unitary system of governance makes the subnational governments depend on the national government as the authority is highly concentrated here as opposed to the federal system where the subnational governments are independent. The main advantage of the subnational governments is that the government can easily prioritize the specific needs of the specific states compared to having only one national government, which cannot efficiently work on the different needs of all the states. A significant disadvantage is that the governments affect the national government, making it not work on its projects and issues fully. Equity and efficiency also lack in many governments.
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